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Speakers of both Houses, 

Members of Parliament, 

Colleagues in Cabinet, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

Mr. Speaker, let me begin by thanking you for your invitation to grace the opening ceremony 

of 2nd African Organization of Public Accounts Committees (AFROPAC) Conference and 

the Annual General Meeting. 

 

Mr. Speaker, let me also thank you, the Chair of the African Organisation of Public Accounts 

Committees, and the committee members for convening this crucial Conference. 

Mr. Speaker, 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Through the gracious goodwill of Kenyans, I have held many offices in this country—

including that of parliamentarian—and today, I join you as nothing less than an elected 

official; a public servant sharing in a common stewardship over the sacred trust of leadership 

that has been given to us through the magnanimity of our citizens. 

 

I stand before you cognisant, as you all are, of the burden of accountability that comes with 

that trust of leadership; and I stand before you aware of the challenges that come with 

executing our charge and the difficulties that arise in actualizing that accountability. As a 

consequence of that knowledge, I am deeply appreciative of the need for leaders across the 

continent, including Parliamentarians, to work together and help one another faithfully meet 

the demands of leadership. 

 

This Conference provides a platform for that kind of engagement among you—the esteemed 

parliamentarians of Africa. It’s timeliness cannot be overstated. As Africa’s burgeoning 

democracies grow, as Africa’s citizens experience a greater thirst for accountability in so far 

as Governments’ resource-management is concerned, the work of Public Accounts 

Committees grows ever more relevant, critical and urgent. 

 

The theme of this Conference: curbing illicit financial flows in Africa is also timely, coming 

as it does, in an age where our people are increasingly intolerant—and rightly so—-of the 

historic corruption that has too often crippled their countries and their continent. Across the 

continent, Africa’s citizens are hungry for change. 

 

As members of Public Accounts Committees on the continent your work is to mediate that 

change by fostering transparency among public agencies and in the use of public resources, 

checking the powers of public-office holders and ensuring that legislatures and executives 

effectively act on the policies they promise to their people. Upon your work, rests the hopes, 

dreams and aspirations of Africans across the continent. For their sake, your work must be 

above reproach. You must be reasonable servants led by the laws of your respective lands. 



As those who work in a political environment—both within your countries and in your 

respective parliaments—and who are sensitive to political dynamics, you must yet rise above 

all partisan considerations. 

 

Certainly, your work is not easy. It falls upon you nonetheless to do it. 

Today as you deliberate on how best to do that work; and reflect on how to improve on your 

practices, allow me to be so bold as to share with you two key areas in which I would 

personally appreciate your considered contributions. 

 

The first issue centres upon the question of ensuring accountability for foreign financial aid 

and donations. As you well know, most African countries are recipients of financial aid from 

other Governments and development partners, which is provided either directly or indirectly. 

Accordingly, an effective process of public financial accountability, centred on the public 

accounts committee can be a strong demonstrator of the quality of financial governance 

arrangements and the proper use of the aid resources. 

 

However, the debatable point has been whether foreign governments and development 

partners, are willing to rely upon domestic accountability mechanisms and provide support 

for the strengthening of these institutions. You all appreciate that in cases where development 

partners demand compliance with separate, “external” accountability processes, there is a risk 

that the requirements of the foreign governments and partners may usurp domestic 

accountability processes. 

 

In cases where domestic accountability mechanisms are weak, the executive can feel 

compelled to prioritize external accountability relationships and may pay insufficient 

attention to PAC findings and recommendations. As a continent, we need to think over these 

critical issues and as PAC members, we would appreciate your leadership in this matter. 

 

The second area over which I solicit your careful deliberation, is the relationship between 

PACs and the Supreme Audit Institutions. Obviously this relationship has a strong bearing 

on accountability within the African context, and it is one we must learn to strengthen and 

manage effectively. Different countries among us have had different experiences with this 

and some practices have proved more practically helpful than others. I believe this conference 

provides us with the opportunity for a fruitful exchange on this matter; an exchange which I 

am sure will produce actionable lessons for us all. 

 

Mr. Speaker, 

I hope the program will allow you to indulge my two requests, coming as they do at a 

moment’s notice. Whatever the case, however, I have the utmost confidence that this 

Conference will include robust dialogue and reflection on a myriad of other matters and, I 

assure you of my personal attention to the proceedings and to every recommendation 

forwarded and conclusion reached through this acclaimed forum. 

 

Now Mr Speaker, Honourable Members of both Houses, Colleagues and Esteemed Guests, 

with those few remarks, it is my pleasant duty to declare the 2nd AFROPAC Conference and 

Annual General Meeting officially open. I wish you all a productive exchange. 

 


